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It appears poverty is on the rise inIndia even as the successive
governments at the centre claim the
number of poor is on the decline.
Look at the latest Economic Survey

2013-14. It says the number of poor in
India has declined from 407.1 million in 2004-05 to 269.3 million
in 2011-12 with an average annual fall of 2.2 percentage points
in these eight years.
The survey also says that the poverty ratio - based on the

monthly per capita expenditure (MPCE) of Rs.816 for rural areas
and Rs.1,000 for urban areas in 2011-12 at all India level - for
rural and urban areas has declined from 37.2 percent in 2004-05
to 21.9 per cent in 2011-12."
The apathy of ‘Babus at the helm of affairs’ is very clear from

the fact that the poverty ratio has been calculated on the basis of
monthly per capita expenditure (MPCE). The babus who decide
the poverty ratio sitting in cozy air-conditioned office rooms
should be compelled to live along with their families for one
month each in rural area and urban area and spend only Rs 816
and Rs 1,000 respectively. Only then people of this nation can
hope for a change in the mindset of these babus.
The poverty ratio calculated on the current MPCE looks

absurd in view of the cost of living. It is impossible to live with
just Rs 816 in rural areas and Rs 1,000 in urban areas a month
for any person. Further, the survey also mentioned that the
expenditure on education has gone up from 2.9 percent in 2008-
09 to 3.3 percent in 2013-14. "There is need not only to increase
it further, but also address quality issues," said the survey.
According to the survey, expenditure on health is just 1.4

percent of GDP. There is a lot more needs to be done to provide
quality and affordable healthcare for the large Indian population.
Yet, the successive governments claim the number of poor
declined compared to previous years.
Mr Prime Minister, you have promised ‘Good Days are

Ahead’. You need to first change the mindset of the babus to
ensure good days. So, please act quickly before it is too late.

EDITOR’S DESK
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COMING UP

Look at this huge building. For an onlooker, it looks like a palace on par with
Falaknuma Palace. And such a palace could only be built by a very rich man.
The palatial house is located on Diamond Hills in Shastripuram area of Old city.
Residents of the area and officials in the Greater Hyderabad Municipal
Corporation (GHMC) say the palace is built by a well-known politician in the
name of a proxy (benami). By now, you must be curious to know what is this
all about! But we are sorry, the readers have to wait for some time to the
‘intricacies’ that exist behind this building.

Guess whose
building is this?



CHiLD
exPLOiTATiOn
RAMPAnT in
inDiA
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THE NEWS BUREAU

Child exploitation by way of
domestic labour and commercial
sexual exploitation is a lucrative
industry in India. According to a
report released by child rights
organization, Global March

Against Child Labour, about Rs 21 lakh crore is
generated through child exploitation in India
every year.
The report, released in June 2013, says that the

illegal money accounts for 20 percent of India's
GDP. Titled "Economics Behind Forced Labour
Trafficking", the report relied on 420 cases of
child domestic labour and 196 cases of
commercial sexual exploitation.
Kailash Satyarthi of the NGO said, "It is a

shocking revelation that Rs 21 lakh crore is
generated mostly by enslaving young girls in
brothels and homes that is equivalent to one-fifth
of the country's GDP. This black money propels
capital corruption and most heinous crimes
against girls and women."
He added that, "The dream of development

and child slavery cannot coexist. Time is running
out."
Terming child domestic labour (CDL) as an

invisible, large-scale industry hidden behind
private homes, the report estimates that 220-250
million people, or 15-20 percent of India's
population, represents the upper-middle and
middle class. Of these, 60 percent live in urban
areas and research shows extensive trafficking of
CDL to urban areas is to serve these growing
upper, and upper-middle class urban families.
The report further estimates that the number

of such children will increase by 7-17 million. The

CHiLD
exPLOiTATiOn
RAMPAnT in
inDiA Annualy it

generates `21
lakh crore
in India
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study, which has also taken inputs
from other NGOs working on child
rights, finds that 80 percent children
employed as domestic labourers are
girls and are mostly in the 14-16 age
group. The most common source
states from where they are trafficked
are Assam, Bihar, Jharkhand and
West Bengal.
Placement agencies play one of

the biggest roles in the network of
trafficking children for domestic
labour and they have sourcing agents
in villages to lure parents into
sending their kids on the pretext of a
better life.
"Seventy percent children were

lured to leave their homes for high-
paying jobs. The remaining children
- 2 to 5 million - are either kidnapped
or tricked into working as CDL, a
gruesomely large number that is
going unnoticed," the report said.
"Placement agencies make up to

Rs 74 lakh per year by placing CDLs.
In the national capital region, CDL
causes circulation of about Rs 1,554
crore illegal money in the market," it
added.
Commercial sexual exploitation

(CSE), a transnational illegal

industry because Nepal and
Bangladesh are also part of the
source areas, has in its well-
established trafficking ring,
traffickers, law enforcement officials,
border guards and village goons
eating into the monetary pie

COVER STORY



generated.
The study found that 60 percent

victims of CSE had fallen into the
trap while looking for employment -
which makes CDL and CSE
interconnected - since abject poverty
makes victims of both to become
vulnerable in the first place. The
remaining 40 percent, the study says,
were duped under the pretext of love
or marriage or were kidnapped.
"Most individuals are unable to

fathom the amount of money
movement in CSE," the study says.
"On a conservative level, the amount
of money generated per brothel per
year from CSE can range between Rs
150 - Rs 1,440 lakh. This huge sum
of money in circulation is black
money raised by selling of bodies of
enslaved women and girls."
"As per our most liberal

estimates, the total costs incurred in
CSE amounts to $19- $309 billion
per year. This causes $11-34 billion
to circulate in the economy as
unaccounted, untaxed, illegal
floating profit," the report said.
The total number of girls

trafficked for CSE per year is about
4 million. The study reveals that the
purchasing cost is the highest for the

youngest girls. So, the purchasing
cost for 10-12 year old girls is Rs 3-
5 lakh; for 13-15 year olds it is Rs
2-4 lakh and for 15-20 year olds it is
Rs 1-3 lakh.
The report further estimates the

monetary gain made by law
enforcement officials (Rs 9,000-

1,44,000 crore), lawyers and the
judiciary (Rs 18,000-3,09,000 crore),
healthcare practioners (Rs 9,000-
1,44,000 crore) every year via CSE
in various forms, like smooth
operation of brothels.
One of the key recommendations

of the report, which was also shared
with the union home ministry, is for
the need of monetary compensation
to victims of labour, abuse, and their
rehabilitation. "Many states have
adopted plans for trafficked victim
compensation ranging from Rs
25,000 – Rs 2 lakh) but they are not
yet standardised or adequate," a
home ministry official was quoted as
saying in the report.
Regularisation of placement

agencies, integration of data for
proper monitoring, sensitisation of
stakeholders and the need for the
external affairs ministry instead of
NGOs to repatriate victims from
across the border are some other
recommendations.  
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POLITICAL GAME

MOHSIN BIN HUSSAIN AL KASARY

Giant hoardings showing All
India Majlis-e-Ittehadul
Muslimeen (AIMIM) leader

Asaduddin Owaisi getting the award
of ‘Sansad Rantna’ were erected
across the city when election
campaign was at its peak in April this
year.
But it has now come to light that

the ‘Sansad Ratna’ had purchased
four acres of land – three acres in his
name and one acre in his wife’s name
- in Shastripuram locality of Old city.
Nobody should have any objection if
the Lok Sabha member from
Hyderabad acquires some property,
even with borrowed money as he
claimed in his election affidavit.
However, the problem here is that

Asaduddin purchased the land in

survey number 15 of Mailardevpally
village of Rajendranagar Mandal in
Ranga Reddy district, which finds
place in the prohibitory register of
the Stamps & Registration
Department.
The land in survey number 15

found its place in prohibitory register
since a case (O.S. No. 220/2013) is
pending in the court and a stay was
issued in (I.A. No.473/2013). The

Owaisi Brothers resort to
suppression of facts
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stay was extended till June 19, 2014.
When a particular survey number

finds mention in prohibitory register,
the Stamps & Registration
department is bound to refuse
registration of the particular property.
It means, no genuine buyer would be
interested to acquire such property.
Yet, the ‘Sansad Ratna’

purchased the land at a cost of over
Rs 2 crore, which he claims in his
election affidavit that he had
purchased with the money borrowed
from different people. What is more
interesting is that the market value of

the land assessed by the Stamps &
Registration Department is Rs 4,000
per square yard. At this value, the
land purchased by Asaduddin is
worth around Rs 8 crore. However,
he showed the approximate current
market value of the land as Rs
2,05,21,600 thereby resorting to
suppression and non-disclosure of
facts.
Suppression and non-disclosure

of facts has been viewed seriously by
the Supreme Court in a case - Kisan
Shankar Kathore Vs Arun Dattatray
Sawant & Others, dt. 09/05/2014.

The apex court while dismissing the
appeal filed by Kisan Shankar
Kathore, confirmed the Bombay
High Court order dated August 16,
2007 setting aside the election of
Kisan Shankar to 56-Ambernath
Assembly Constituency in
Maharashtra on the ground of non-
disclosure of assets and dues payable
to Maharashtra Electricity Board.
Further, it is said that Asaduddin

had reportedly constructed a huge
building on the said land. The
construction cost is said to be around
Rs 3 crore. It is also said that the
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construction was taken up
without taking any
permission from the
authorities since revenue
authorities make it clear that
the land conversion has not
been made in survey number
15.
One wonders how a

‘Sansad Ratna’ can purchase
a land listed in prohibitory
register and take up
construction without getting
land conversion and other
necessary approvals from the
authorities concerned.
Sources in the

government said the Lok
Sabha member has resorted
to such act since his party has
the strength of seven MLAs
in the Telangana Assembly
and complete control over
the Greater Hyderabad
Municipal Corporation
(GHMC), which accords
permission for construction
of buildings.
It is pertinent to mention

here that Asaduddin’s
brother Akbaruddin Owaisi,
who is the MIM floor leader
in the Telangana Assembly
also resorted to similar kind
of election offense. He
suppressed the fact that he
owns a property in Old city.
Documents available

with The News show that
Akbaruddin had purchased
part of the house bearing Municipal
Number 18-7-316, (Old No.36/1),
(New No. 18-7-316/A), comprised of
land admeasuring 577 square yards,
situated at Dareecha Range Ali Shah,
Hyderabad.

The land was purchased from
one Subhash Chandra Pandey, of
Charkaman area on April 19, 2005,
for an amount of Rs 8,77,000. But

the MIM leader did not disclose the
details of this particular property in
his election affidavit either in the
current election or in 2009 elections,
thereby resorting to suppression of
facts.
It is said the property actually

belongs to Ramchanderji Math and
there exists a larger conspiracy
behind the purchase of the same,

aimed at luring the voters of a
particular section of the society by
inciting religious sentiments.

This Correspondent filed a
complaint with the election
commission a day after Akbaruddin
filed his nomination papers. A
certified copy of the sale deed
showing purchase of the asset by the
MIM leader was also given to the

Document issued by the Registration and Stamps Department with regard to the market value
of land in Survey No. 15 of Shastripuram Village in Rajendranagar Mandal of RR district.

POLITICAL GAME
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election commission seeking action.
However, the Returning Officer

(RO) of Chandrayanagutta Assembly
Constituency refused to receive the
complaint on the pretext that only
contesting candidates can file
complaints and citizens should
approach the court.

On the other hand, the office of
CEO received the complaint and also
forwarded the same to the RO
through proper channel with a
direction to look enquire into the
complaint and initiate action
accordingly. Yet, the RO did not take
any action and Akbaruddin was
allowed to fight the election. 

Related pages of the election affidavit
filed by MIM chief Asaduddin Owaisi,
in which he undervalued the approxi-
mate market value of the 4 acre land he
had acquired in Survey No. 15 of Shas-
tripuram Village in Rajendranagar
Mandal of Ranga Reddy district. 
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CRIME & JUSTICE

THE NEWS BUREAU

Asmall time pimp was
convicted couple of weeks
ago for the murder of

Mumbai based model turned high
end call girl Arzoo Ali. A local court
sentenced the pimp, Jangam
Rajeshwaraiah, to life imprisonment.
Officials said, the model Arzoo,

originally a native of West Bengal,
parted ways with her husband in late
1990s and reached Mumbai where
she stayed in her brother’s house. She
worked as a caterer besides doing
some modeling assignments and
television serials. However, none of
them could fetch them enough
money to meet her needs. Eventually,
she became high end call girl.
Over a period, pimps across the

country began hiring her for their
esteemed customers. Arzoo used to
fly between Mumbai and the cities
where customers were waiting for
her. In the process, she was hired by
a Hyderabad based pimp Rakesh to
work for another pimp Mohammed
Siddique aka Babu. She arrived from
Mumbai by a Bangalore bound flight
on July 19, 2009, police said.
Siddique put her up in Sindhuri

Lodge in Ramgopalpet. On
Siddique’s instructions, his assistant
Rajeshwaraiah escorted Arzoo Ali to
two customers in Ameerpet and
Himayatnagar. In the meantime, he
was attracted towards the model and
wanted to sleep with her. But Arzoo
not only refused to give him the
pleasure but also admonished

Rajeshwaraiah for dreaming about
sleeping with her, police said.
Despite this, Rajeshwaraiah was

determined to sleep with Arzoo since
he felt that she would lose nothing by
doing so as she was only a call girl.
He was waiting for an opportunity,
which came his way on July 25 when
a customer left her room in the early
hours. Since he had access to her
room, Rajeshwaraiah entered
Arzoo’s room and tried to persuade
her into giving him the sexual
pleasure, police said.
When he did not get any response

from Arzoo, the pimp tried to have

forcible sex with her but she tried to
resist and raise alarm. Enraged with
this, Rajeshwaraiah throttled her
neck and strangulated with her
chunni. He then stole Rs 7,000 cash
and Arzoo’s cell phone from the
ward robe. He also wore the model’s
shirt since his shirt was torn in the
scuffle, police said.
The north zone task force team

nabbed Rajeshwaraiah near Shaikpet
as he was trying to flee and was
handed over to Ramgopalpet for
further probe. After the trial, the
pimp was found guilty and sentenced
to undergo life imprisonment. 

Pimp sentenced to
life for killing model

Arzoo used to fly between Mumbai and the cities where
customers were waiting for her. In the process, she was
hired by a Hyderabad based pimp Rakesh to work for

another pimp Mohammed Siddique aka Babu
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STATE NEWS

THE NEWS BUREAU

The Telangana government has
decided to officially celebrate
Bonalu and Bathukamma, the

Hindu folk festivals of the region.
The decision was taken at a

meeting convened by Chief Minister
K Chandrasekhara Rao with senior
officials and public representatives
belonging to various political parties.
Excise Minister Padma Rao told

reporters that the orders declaring
Bonalu and Bathukamma as state

festivals as state festivals will be
issued soon.
The chief minister directed the

officials to ensure that the festivals
are celebrated in a grand manner. The
government will make adequate
funds available for making the
arrangements.
As the two festivals reflect the

culture of Telangana, the Telangana
Rashtra Samithi (TRS) government
has decided to declare them state
festivals.
Bonalu is celebrated in twin cities

of Hyderabad and Secunderabad and
other parts of the region during the
month of 'Ashada' (July-August).
The women make offerings in the

form of food to goddess Mahankali
in specially decorated pots. During
the month-long festival, people also
hold 'rangam' or forecasting the
future, organize processions and
cultural events.
'Bathukamma', another key

festival of Telangana, is celebrated
during September-October. It reflects
the rich culture of the region. 

Bonalu,
Bathukamma

are official
festivals now
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THE NEWS BUREAU

Five foreign satellites were
successfully placed in orbit on
June 30 by Indian Space

Research Organisation (ISRO) from
its facility in Sriharikota.
The Polar Satellite Launch

Vehicle - C23 - 44.4 metres tall and
weighing 230 tonnes – took off at

9.52 a.m. The five satellites - one
each from France, Germany and
Singapore and two from Canada -
were launched under commercial
arrangements that ISRO's
commercial wing Antrix Corp
entered into with the respective
foreign agencies.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,

who was present at the launch

mission, called up on the scientists to
develop a SAARC satellite to be
“dedicated to our neighbourhood as a
gift from India.”
"Truly, this is a global

endorsement of India's space
capabilities. Today, I ask our space
community to take up the challenge
of developing a SAARC satellite that
we can dedicate to our

inDiA LAunCHeS
Five FOReiGn
SATeLLiTeS,
MODi wAnTS One
FOR SAARC
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neighbourhood as a gift from India,"
Modi said after witnessing the space
mission.
"A satellite that provides a full

range of applications and services to
all our neighbours… I also ask you to
enlarge the footprint of our satellite-
based navigation system to cover all
of South Asia," he said.
"We have perfectly placed five

satellites into their orbits 660 km
above the Earth. India's advanced
space programme puts her in an elite
global group of 5-6 countries. This is
one domain in which we are at the
international cutting edge. A domain
in which we have pushed beyond
mediocrity to achieve excellence,”
Modi said.
"We have launched satellites of

advanced nations. PSLV itself has
launched 67 satellites; of which 40
have been foreign satellites, coming
from 19 countries. Even today's
satellites are all from developed
nations - France, Canada, Germany
and Singapore."

The rocket's main luggage was
the 714-kg French earth observation
satellite SPOT-7. Piggybacking on it
were four small satellites: 14-kg
AISAT of Germany; NLS7.1 (CAN-
X4) and NLS7.2 (CAN-X5) from
Canada (each weighing 15 kg); and
the 7-kg VELOX-1 of Singapore.
Around 18 minutes into the flight,

the rocket first ejected its heaviest
luggage - SPOT-7. India had
launched another French satellite
SPOT-6 in 2012. The latest in the
SPOT family of satellites is SPOT-7.

The ejection of SPOT-7 was
followed by AISAT (Germany),
NLS7.1, NLS7.2 (Canada) and
VELOX-1 (Singapore).
Starting from 1999, India has

launched 35 foreign satellites till date
using its PSLV rocket. The successful
launch of five satellites Monday takes
the tally to 40. India began its space
journey in 1975 with the launch of
Aryabhatta using a Russian rocket. It
has completed over 100 space
missions including missions to moon
and mars. 

we have perfectly
placed five satellites
into their orbits 660 km
above the earth. india's
advanced space
programme puts her in
an elite global group of
5-6 countries
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CITY NEWS

THE NEWS BUREAU

In yet another case ofonline friendship turning
out to be a nightmare, a

girl pursuing her
engineering in a private
college on the outskirts of
Hyderabad, was subjected to
humiliation and
psychological torture by her
online friend turned foe.
The Cyber Crime Police

of the Cyberabad arrested
the 22-year-old accused
Mucherla Venkata Nagendra
Babu of Kandukur town in
Prakasam district.
Police said the victim is

doing her masters in
technology from a private
college and came in touch
with the accused over online
chatting. Over a period of
online chatting, the duo
shared the mail ids with
each other. Even as the
online chatting continued,
the accused, Nagendra
Babu, proposed to marry the

victim. However, the girl
rejected the proposal.
Nagendra Babu was

enraged following the
refusal and decided to
avenge. He began sending
abusive messages to the
girl on her mobile phone
and also to her mail id. He
also created a facebook
page and posted abusive
content to demean the
character of the girl, police
said.
The accused also posted

her mobile phone number
on the facebook page
inviting men to contact her
following which she began
getting embarrassing phone
calls forcing the girl to
approach the police. After
investigations, the Cyber
Crime Police team nabbed
the accused along with the
mobile phones used in the
commission of offense. The
accused was produced
before a court and sent to
judicial custody. 

ONLINE FRIENDSHIP
TURNS SOUR,

MAN HELD
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Women MPs in the 16th Lok
Sabha are of the opinion
that they can make a

difference keeping in view the fact
that they have been elected in their
largest numbers this time.
The current Lok Sabha has 62

women members out of the 543 MPs
and most of them are first timers.
Also, there is a healthy representation
of seven women ministers while
Sumitra Mahajan is the Lok Sabha
Speaker.
Trinamool Congress MP from

Coochbehar in West Bengal, Renuka
Sinha told reporters that issues
concerning women would get more
prominence since largest number of
women were elected.
"I am sure more women MPs

means more such issues like crime
against women are raised in
parliament," she said.
"Not only are there more women

in parliament this time but all the
major opposition parties like the
Trinamool Congress, AIADMK and
Congress are headed by women. This
should augur well for issues
concerning women," said another
TMC MP, Mamtaz Sanghamitra.
"The passage of the women's

reservation bill also seems possible
with such huge support," she said.
Agreeing with her party MPs,

actor and glamour queen Moon Moon
Sen, who was elected from Bankura
in West Bengal, said the future seems
bright for the women's bill as not only
MPs but also many chief ministers
were women. "I am sure we will be
able to make a difference," she said.

The women's reservation bill,
seeking to provide 33 percent
reservation to women in parliament
and state legislatures, was passed by
the Rajya Sabha but blocked in the
Lok Sabha during the UPA's tenure.
It lapsed with the 15th Lok Sabha
holding its last sitting ahead of the
April-May general elections. If
cleared, the bill would have set aside
390 and 2,060 seats in parliament and
the state assemblies respectively for
women in this election.
The bill, first introduced in 1996,

could not make headway in the Lok
Sabha because of opposition from
parties like the Samajwadi Party and
the Rashtriya Lok Dal which
demanded a sub-quota for scheduled
castes/scheduled tribes and other
backward classes within the women's
quota. 

WOMEN MPS SAY THEY
CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE
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Actress-turned-
politician Khushbu,
popular for her

controversial remarks a few
years ago about pre-marital
sex, announced her exit from
the DMK, a party she was
associated with since 2011.
Khushbu said in a

statement, "Gave my 100
percent for party, still didn't
get recognition. I am quitting
all my association with DMK
and I am no longer associated
with the party. I quit my
membership with DMK with
a heavy heart.”
Khushbu said she has no

plans of joining any other
party. "I am not jumping into
any other party. So stop
assumptions and hold back
your horses friends. Need
some time alone with family,"
she posted on her Twitter
page, minutes after quitting.
Khushbu is known for

glamorous roles in her
younger days. She worked in
Hindi, Telugu and Tamil
industries. But Tamil
audiences loved her the most
and even built a temple.
In her resignation letter

addressed to DMK president
M Karunanidhi, Khushbu
said she had joined the DMK
to serve the Tamil people.
She said that since the day
she joined DMK, she was
fulfilling the duties given to
her by the party.
Khushbu said she decided

to quit since her commitment
and service would continue to
remain one way in the party
and the path taken by her was
giving her mental tension. 

KHUSHBU
QUITS DMK
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Miss India US Monica Gill was crowned Miss India
Worldwide 2014 on June 18. The second place went to
Miss India Switzerland and third to Miss India Bahrain.

More than 40 contestants of Indian origin settled in various
countries across the globe between the age of 17 and 27 years,
unmarried and citizens, residents, or born in the country they
represent, participated in the Miss India Worldwide pageant.
The finale was organized at the Al Raha Beach Resort, Abu

Dhabi in UAE where Monica was announced as the
winner. She was crowned by Miss India Worldwide
2013 Nehal Bhogaita. Being hearing impaired,
Bhogaita is the first differently-abled contestant to
have successfully come away with the crown in the
competition’s history.
This year, all the participating girls arrived

in Dubai from countries including
Australia, the US, the UK, Canada,
Kenya, Oman, Qatar, Kuwait,
Bahrain, Sweden and the
Netherlands. The pageant included
rounds like evening gown, Indian
dress, a talent contest and question-
and-answer sections.
Surat girl Anugya Sharma

represented India at Miss India
Worldwide. The winner took home a
cash prize of $8000 and various
sponsored gifts, including photo sessions and
modelling assignments apart from the crown. 

MOniCA FROM uS
iS MiSS inDiA

wORLDwiDe 2014
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COPS & CROOKS

Video signal piracy racket
with global ramifications bust
Four held, CEO of Pearl Technologies absconding
THE NEWS BUREAU

Avideo signal piracy racket
with international
ramifications has been bust

by the Central Crime Station (CCS)
sleuths in the last week of June.
Police arrested four persons – all

of them employees of Pearl
Technologies in Secunderabad - in
this connection. According to police,
this company was hired a US based
company to convert the video signal
into internet signal.  
The arrested include Mir Kashif

Ali Khan, Jagadishwarachari, N Sai
Kumar and J B Meghanandan, while
the CEO of Pearl Technologies,
Sumit Ahuja is at large.

Police said the US based
company, Jadoo TV, run by Faisal
Aftab and Sajid Sohail, has been
hiring Indian companies to convert
the satellite video signal into internet
signal. Thus, Jadoo TV has been able
to beam through internet as many as
115 Indian television channels
without paying a penny to the paid
channels.
The customers across the world

only need to buy a setup box sold by
Jadoo TV, which costs around US
$300. About 2 lakh Jadoo TV setup
boxes had been sold so far in
countries like US, Australia,
Singapore and 15 other countries,
police said.
Due to this signal piracy, paid

channels like Maa TV, Zee TV and
other channels had been incurring
huge losses. A case was registered
based on the complaint given by
Maa Television Network distribution
manager, Krishna Kumar and
investigations led to the arrest of the
four people so far, police said.
It has been found during

investigation that the Jadoo TV setup
boxes are being imported from
China. 
The signal piracy has been going

on for about seven years. Police also
said that two bank accounts related
to Sumit Ahuja of Pearl
Technologies had been frozen and
further investigations are 
underway.  
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POLICE HUNT
FOR ACTRESS

exTORTiOn RACKeT

Kannada actress nayana Krishna is
said to be on the run these days as she

is allegedly involved in an extortion
racket comprising a couple of news

channel employees and a few police
officials. The Bangalore police are on

the lookout for the actress

THE NEWS BUREAU

Police have already arrested K
Hemanth Kumar, a video
editor at a leading local news

channel, Sunil Kumar, transport
coordinator at another Kannada news
channel and a police constable
Mallesh, while another constable
Raghu is on the run.
Sources said Nayana and two

other television actresses – Rihana
and Sonu – who were allegedly hired
by the extortion ring to set a
honeytrap, are all on the run.
According to police sources, the

gang identifies rich and vulnerable
people after which Nayana steps into
the picture. She lures the would-be
victim into her trap and then set up a
honeytrap using television actresses
and junior artistes who double up as
high end call girls.
The gang would shoot the video

of their victim when he is in the act
with the call girls and begin

blackmailing him only to extort ‘hush
money’. The activities of the gang
came to light when a 68-year-old
doctor approached the police recently.
The established doctor, practicing

in the city approached the police
claiming he was being blackmailed
by the gang. On June 16, the
syndicate allegedly sent one of the

two TV actresses to the Jayanagar
clinic of the physician, where he
claims she seduced him and filmed
them in the act.
Two days later, he said, he was

contacted by the accused and asked to
pay Rs 1 crore as hush money, failing
which they would air the video on TV
channels. Then Mallesh stepped in
and promised the doctor he would
negotiate with the extortionists.
Eventually, the hush money was
brought down to Rs 25 lakh in
exchange for which the doctor was
promised the video.
Subsequently, he paid Rs 1 lakh to

the gang towards first installment.
However, he then approached the
police who instructed him to invite
the accused to collect the next
installment. It was then Hemanth and
Sunil were arrested. Later, Mallesh
was also arrested.
Bangalore police expect more

victims to come forward and loge
complaints against the gang.
Meanwhile, efforts are on the run to
nab remaining accused in the gang
including Nayana Krishna. 
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A24-year-old police constable on
traffic duty was mowed down

by reckless driver and his two minor
friends in Motinagar area of New
Delhi on June 14, 2014.

The accused have later been
arrested and a case of murder has
been registered against them, police
officials said.

The incident took place around
7.30 pm when the main accused,
identified as Raman Kant, 26, who
was at the wheel and accompanied by
his juvenile friends, was stopped at
Zakhira flyover by traffic constable
Mana Ram. 
The constable stopped the car as

the traffic diversion from 5 pm to 9
pm had already been imposed on the
route. An argument ensued between
the car's occupants and the constable,
following which Raman allegedly

reversed his car and rammed it into
Ram.

The impact threw Ram onto the
bonnet of the car, and he hung onto
the edge of the bonnet and the side
view mirror till he was thrown off the
car 150 metres down the road. The
trio then fled from the spot, leaving
the car behind. Ram was rushed to a
nearby hospital but he succumbed to
his injuries, a senior traffic police
officer said. 

"One juvenile was detained from
the spot as he was caught by people.
While the main accused was arrested
from Uttam Nagar area. Mana Ram's
colleague Naresh, who was on the
duty with him, acted swiftly and
alerted other police staff present
nearby," DCP (West) Ranvir Singh
said.
A case under Section 302

(murder) of the Indian Penal Code
has been registered and Raman Kant
has been arrested while his two minor
friends have been sent to a juvenile
home, the police said. 
On Sunday, Delhi Police

Commissioner Bhim Sain Bassi,
Special Commissioner (Traffic)
Muktesh Chandra and other senior
officers from the Police Headquarters
paid homage to constable Mana Ram
at the Traffic Police Lines, Todapur.
Later, the body was taken to the
constable's village for cremation. 

Traffic cop mowed
down by reckless driver
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The mystery behind former Union
Minister Shashi Tharoor’s wife
Sunanda Pushkar’s death has got

a dramatic twist when a top doctor of the
All India Institute of Medical Sciences
(AIIMS) alleged that he was pressurized
to cover up the case.
The doctor, Sudhir Gupta, head of

forensic sciences
at AIIMS, has
filed an affidavit
in the Central
Administrative
Tribunal (CAT)
claiming that he
was pressurized
by former Union
minister and
president of
AIIMS, Ghulam
Nabi Azad, to act
in an
unprofessional
manner to cover up the matter.
"The applicant could not muster

courage of openly placing the facts in
black and white as the former president
of AIIMS Ghulam Nabi Azad was an
immensely powerful politician and then
the health minister and the husband of
late Sunanda Pushkar was also a minister
and a powerful politician," the affidavit
stated.
Gupta, who was heading the panel

that conducted Sunanda's postmortem,

has asked in his application filed before
CAT to allow him to give his views in
sealed envelope.
Gupta submitted details of emails

exchanged between the AIIMS director
and Tharoor in support of his claim.
Incidentally, Gupta's disclosure comes at
a point of time when he was slapped with
charges of plagiarism and misconduct.
On his part, Gupta has alleged that

there was a conspiracy to oust him as the
head of the department just three days
before the new NDA government was
formed.
Sunanda was found dead in a five-star

hotel in Delhi within days after she was
got entangled in a verbal spat with Mehr
Tarar, a Pakistani journalist, on a social
networking site Twitter. Sunanda had
accused Mehr of having an affair with her
husband. However, Mehr had denied the
allegations.
The viscera report of Sunanda had

hinted towards drug poisoning. Sunanda's
mysterious death had led to insinuations
bordering on suspicion as to how she
died.
Senior Bharatiya Janata Party leader

Subramanian Swamy had alleged
Sunanda did not commit suicide, but that
it was a case of murder. Swamy had also
questioned Tharoor's nervousness
regarding his wife's death, even as the
Delhi Police investigation was in
progress. 

Doctor hints
at cover-up

SunAnDA PuSHKAR DeATH
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Rahul, who was spotted
fiddling with his BlackBerry
phone during Kharge's

speech, did not evince any interest or
thump the desk as Kharge spoke
during the debate on the President's
address to the joint session of
Parliament.
However, Congress chief Sonia

Gandhi was seen smiling and
thumping the desk whenever Kharge
raised a point. Even when Congress
workers celebrated Rahul’s birthday
outside the party headquarters, he was
reportedly abroad.
By a strange coincidence, it was

Rahul's 44th birthday - the same as
the Congress tally in the Lok Sabha,
which has dropped from 206 in 2009
to 44 under his stewardship.
After the Congress named Kharge

to lead the party in the Lok Sabha,
several leaders were at pains to defend
the move that was seen as Rahul's
abandonment of responsibility. The

move disappointed many workers and
leaders who had suggested that Rahul
would get a better grounding in
parliamentary procedures by leading
the party in the Lok Sabha at a time
when the party is facing its worst
crisis.
When Rahul was absent from

outgoing PM Manmohan Singh's
farewell dinner, there was a
controversy within the party amid
reports that he had gone abroad for a
short vacation.
In the past, Rahul refused to join

Singh's government during UPA-II
and to be the party's PM candidate
ahead of the polls. The standard
stance of Congress leaders has been
that Rahul has been busy focusing on
rebuilding the organisation, which
has become weak across several
states.
Rahul himself forwarded that

argument many times, saying the
party, and not any post, is his priority.

He is also not spotted at the Congress
office these days, despite the party's
worst performance in the general
election, and usually meets leaders
and workers at his official residence.
After the polls, Rahul and his

team of advisers faced widespread
criticism for the party's debacle. Amid
growing dissent against Rahul, some
leaders referred to him in a
derogatory manner.
While Kerala Congress leader T

H Mustafa described Rahul as a joker,
Bhanwar Lal Sharma, a legislator
from Sardarshahar in Rajasthan,
called him the managing director of a
team of jokers.
During the run up to the Lok

Sabha elections, the Congress chief
had to chip in as Rahul's campaign
was not effective. Rahul has been
accused of lacking focus and failing
to back issues that he personally
espouses like empowerment of Dalits
and women. 

RAHUL GANDHIThe missingprince
Congress vice-president Rahul
Gandhi, who was reluctant to
lead the party in the Lok Sabha as
he has always been, was spotted
fiddling with his BlackBerry
phone, sitting in a back row when
veteran Mallikarjun Kharge,
leader of the party in the lower
house, took on the narendra Modi
government during his speech in
parliament.
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Romancing three girls
simultaneously is a big
challenge, says actor

Harshvardhan Rane, who is paired
with three heroines in upcoming
Telugu thriller ‘Maaya’.
"I have only romanced one

heroine in all my films so far. It was

challenging to romance three
heroines in 'Maaya' because I had to
justify my scenes with all three of
them, be equally romantic and most
importantly express different
emotions to them," said the actor.
"You can have similar feelings for

three women but they can't be the
same. I created three different
emotional graphs for three of them.

This was something very new to me
because I haven't done it before," he
added. Rane is paired with
newcomers Avantika, Sushma and
Nandini Rai in Maaya, which is
directed by National Award winning
filmmaker Neelakanta.
Rane says Neelakanta is

intensively creative. "I feel extremely
lucky to have worked with him. He is

Romancing three girls is a
challenge: Harshvardhan



always toying with ideas
on sets, about shots and
scenes. He is someone
who sticks to his vision
and allows his actors to
fall in sync with it by
providing them with a lot

of freedom to act."
"He knows how to

strike a balance between
what he wants from his
actors and how he should
get it. This allows his
actors to develop special

chemistry with him that
works more on an
intellectual level. He
knows when to surrender
to his actors' opinion and
when he shouldn't," he
added.
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This Bollywood actress has
been leading a double life and
she kept it a closely guarded

secret till now. But, sooner or later,
the truth had to come out.
Sonia Gill, 27, who has starred in

five films as well as fashion shoots,
TV commercials, has been working
as a customer services officer at
Oxfordshire Country Council. The
poster girl refused to quit her regular
9 to 5 job in Oxford for the silver
screen.
Sonia processes applications at

the council issuing parking badges
for people with mobility problems.

And the roles in films have to wait
until she gets a holiday.
“I actually enjoy both jobs. I

enjoy working at the council - the
people are really nice. I like talking
to people so working in customer
services, that’s an advantage. I love
everything about India and I have
really good friends over there. The
weather is great and the lifestyle is
really good. 'It’s totally different to
here”, she said.
Sonia's career began when a

scout spotted photos of her on
Facebook while she was a Law
student at Buckinghamshire New

The double life of a
Bollywood actr ess
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University in High Wycombe, which
led to her modelling in Asian bridal
magazines.
At 22, she was offered a role in

Let’s Play The Game and she flew to
New York and New Jersey to shoot
the Indian film. Later, she was
offered roles in Mumbai, including
television advertisements and fashion
shows, before starring in movie
‘Society’.
And last December she spent six

weeks shooting romantic comedy
Arsho in the Punjab region of India,
which has recently been released in
UK cinemas. Incredibly, she even
learned Hindi.
“I did it in a couple of months. I

just converse with the locals but I

still have a British accent so that
works against me. But every time I
come back people say I have an
Indian accent,” she said.
She added: “I usually go to India

for six months and do a lot of
modelling and acting and the other
six months I am usually here because
my family is here. I am pretty well
known over there because I do a lot
of TV commercials and I’m the face
of a soap called Santoor.”
“Nobody at work knows what I

do, well they did not until now. They
are quite excited. They had no idea. I
was hiding it so it was quite a shock
for them. I did not really want the
attention because I am quite shy,” she
added.  

The double life of a
Bollywood actr ess
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Asimple drug could halt the
progression of osteoarthritis.
Early studies suggest this

new drug tackles the disease itself
rather than the symptoms alone.

It occurs when the cartilage that
lines and cushions joints becomes
rougher and thinner, usually as a
result of wear and tear. The bone tries
to compensate by thickening and
creating growths or spurs that can
make the joint stiff and inflamed. 

The knees are one of the most
commonly affected joints - one in
five adults over 45 has osteoarthritic
knee pain. Painkillers or
physiotherapy can only help control
symptoms but will not stop the
damage getting worse.
Microfracture surgery - using a

drill or pick to make holes in the
bone surfaces to encourage new

cartilage to grow - can help, but in
more severe cases the only realistic
treatment option is to have an
artificial joint replacement.
The new injection, based on

antibodies from the immune system,
acts on one of the key players of the
condition called Interleukin-1 or IL-
1. This is a cytokine - a chemical
messenger for the immune system.
It also has a role in inflammation.

It is thought that IL-1 gathers around
joints after knocks or as a result of
day-to-day damage, causing
inflammation and harm to the
cartilage - so it may have a crucial
role in the development of
osteoarthritis.
The new drug, known as  ABT-

981, is an antibody that blocks the
activity of the harmful cytokine and
is injected into the joint area. Early
animal tests have found that it can
stop the disease getting worse.

The treatment may be suitable for
other forms of arthritis, as the
cytokine is found throughout the
body.  

New drug
to halt wear
and tear in
knee joints
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Anew survey says lifestyle
diseases such as diabetes and
high cholesterol are now

hitting more young men in
metropolitan cities in India. More
than half of the men in major cities
like Delhi, Mumbai, Ahmedabad and
Chennai suffer from diabetes despite
awareness.
The survey was carried out by

Metropolis Healthcare. Of the 38,966
samples screened, 56.81 percent
reported high diabetes levels. Over
41.48 percent of the samples were in
the age group of 20-40, indicating an
increasing trend of younger

population getting hit by diabetes.
In another sample of 35,886

males, the survey found 8.21 percent
with high cholesterol levels and
23.01 percent in the same age group
with growing rate of cholesterol.
High diabetes levels are usually

associated with age, but other factors
like body mass index, stress, family
history of the disease, lack of
physical activity etc. also
significantly add to the problem.
Moreover, both diabetics and

high-cholesterol patients are highly
risk-prone to cardiovascular diseases
besides other major health problems.
The study suggested that besides

regular screenings, people should go
for preventive measures like

reducing obesity, increasing physical
activity, decreasing salt intake,
among others.
The study also unveiled a

worrying trend of prostate cancer. Of
20,054 samples tested for it, 4,064
samples showed marginally high risk
of prostate cancer.
"Individuals have become more

aware of the fact that heart disease is
not just a disease of the elderly and
are now a lot more determined to go
a long way in combating this disease.
"Regular screening of unhealthy

cholesterol and lipid levels would
help identify people who are at a
greater risk of high cholesterol," said
a statement from Metropolis
Healthcare. 

urban young men
increasingly hit by
lifestyle diseases

HEALTH NEWS
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Awhopping 43 million Indian
women are affected by heart
disease, with one in every

three women dying of the condition as
against one in 31 from breast cancer
and experts say that it is post-
menopausal women who are at a
greater risk.

In 2012, 56 percent of women
identified heart disease as the leading
cause of death compared with 30
percent in 1997, Tapan Ghose,
director and head of department of
cardiac sciences at Paras Hospitals
said.
"India is considered the cardiac as

well as the diabetic country of the
world. It has been estimated that 60
percent of the Indian population is
suspected to be suffering from some
cardio-vascular disease. Ninety
percent of women have one or more
risk factors for developing heart
disease," Ghose said.
"While one in 31 Indian women

die of breast cancer each year, one in
three dies of heart disease," he added.
N N Khanna, senior consultant,

cardiology at Indraprastha Apollo

hospital, said that post-menopausal
women are at greater risk as compared
to their male counterparts.
"Once they develop a cardiac

disease, chances are they might face
death due to it. We do not have real
statistics in India; but death toll is
higher in India since women are prone
to diabetes," Khanna said.
Women are more susceptible to

cardiac ailments after menopause
since their natural protection wears
off. Also, intake of oral contraceptives
is another reason, said Khanna.
Listing out the challenges faced by
women suffering from heart diseases,
Khanna said that symptoms of cardiac
ailments can be very different in
women as compared to men.
"Women usually have atypical

symptoms such as breathlessness,
palpitations, listlessness, fatigue,
dizziness, nausea, vomiting... which

are difficult to diagnose.
"Another challenge is denial

amongst women and society when it
comes to female health. Women tend
to neglect their health and disregard
the symptoms and hence, early
detection of the disease is not
possible," he contended.
He added that the biggest

challenge for women suffering from
heart diseases is to get the appropriate
diagnosis at right time which he said
can be attained by long-term heart
monitoring with the help of
implantable devices.
Urbanization of society, stress

level, smoking, consumption of
alcohol and lack of physical work are
some of the main reasons for the
growing trend, said Deepak Khurana,
director of cardio thoracic and
vascular surgery at Rockland
Hospital, Manesar. “So, what
precautionary measures can women
take? Women should ensure that they
brisk walk for at least 20 minutes.
They should also meditate and do
yoga. It is also essential to control
their level of stress along with quitting
smoking and controlling their intake
of alcohol," advised Khurana. 

Post-menopausal
woman at risk of
developing heart
diseases
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Nanomaterials used in dietary
supplement drinks, food
packaging, personal care

products and even as food additives
may not only interfere with your
digestion, but also lead to release of
potentially harmful substances in the
environment.

Food and drink manufacturers
use nanoparticles in and on their
products for many reasons.
In packaging, they can provide

strength, control how much air gets in

and out, and keep unwanted microbes
at bay. As additives to food and
drinks, they can prevent caking,
deliver nutrients and prevent bacterial
growth.
"Consumers might absorb some

of these materials through their skin,
and inhale and ingest them. What
does not get digested is passed in
urine and faeces to the sewage
system," explained US-based lead
researcher Robert Reed.
To understand hazards associated

with nanoparticles, researchers tested
the effects of eight commercial drinks

containing nano-size metal or metal-
like particles on human intestinal
cells in the lab.
The drinks changed the normal

organisation and decreased the
number of microvilli, finger-like
projections on the cells that help
digest food.
"In humans, if such an effect

occurs as the drinks pass through the
gastrointestinal tract, these materials
could lead to poor digestion or
diarrhoea," Reed noted.
The analysis of sewage waste

containing these particles suggested
that much of the nanomaterials are
likely making their way back into
surface water, potentially causing
health problems for aquatic life.
The report on dietary supplement

drinks containing nanoparticles was
published in the journal ACS
Sustainable Chemistry and
Engineering. 

nAnOPARTiCLeS
in PACKAGeD FOOD
HARMFuL FOR
HuMAnS, CLiMATe



The News You Like | July 2014 39

BUSINESS NEWS

THE NEWS BUREAU

GMR Infrastructure led
consortium has won three
construction packages of

Multi Modal Transport System
(MMTS) Phase II works in
Secunderabad Division of South
Central Railway.
Rail Vikas Nigam Limited has

issued the Letter of Award to the
consortium, the infrastructure major
said.
The total contract is valued at

about Rs 389 crore, of which GMR's
share of work is about Rs 207 crore.

The work includes construction of
roadbed, bridges, track linking,
outdoor signal and telecom (S&T)
works, overhead electrification
(OHE), traction sub-station (TSS)
and general electrical works.
GMR is the lead member of the

consortium with TATA Projects and

Kalindee Rail Nirman as the
partners. The project is scheduled to
commence by middle of July, with a
completion period of 30 months.
BVN Rao, chairman, urban

infrastructure and highways, GMR
Infrastructure, said, "This is a
testimony of our continuing interests
in railway projects, as we see a huge
potential to upgrade the railway
infrastructure in the country. This
includes the Dedicated Freight
corridor (DFC) and the upcoming
high-speed railway projects, as
recently announced by the
government." 

GMR bags MMTS works
in Hyderabad
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Anew low-cost, ultra-rapid
portable device to test antibiotic

sensitivity of human urinary
pathogens which can help curb
antibiotic resistance to a large extent
has been developed by BITS Pilani-
Hyderabad.
The institute is transferring the

technology to an incubate company
Xcellence in Bio Innovation and
Technologies Pvt Ltd (xBITS) for
commercial scale production. BITS
Pilani-Hyderabad director V S Rao
and the representative from xBITS
signed an agreement in the presence
of Suman Kapur, the inventor of the
technology.
With this initiative of transferring

the technology, BITS opened a new
chapter in knowledge economy and
enabled the spirit of entrepreneurship
among BITS students and faculty,
Rao said.

Describing the technology as the
fastest antibiotic finder available till
date, Suman Kapur said it has been
developed with the funding received
from NPMASS-DRDO and is
expected to obliterate the empirical
use of antibiotics and thus help in
fighting the growing microbial
resistance to antibiotics.
She said the device could be used

in a doctor's clinic, lab or hospital to
test antibiotic sensitivity of
pathogens found in human biological

fluids and tissue scrapings. The novel
device which comes with a ready-to-
use kit could provide results in a
couple of hours as against the normal
wait of 2-3 days for a sample to be
cultured and tested in any lab.
Anuradha Pal, from xBITS,

added that this innovative technology
will take the Antibiotic Sensitivity
Test (AST) to all people and places
in India and other resource constraint
settings where facilities for this test
are not available. 

BITS Pilani-Hyderabad
develops antibiotic finder
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Acouple of college girls in
Uttar Pradesh, a state in the
news almost every day for

incidents of rape and murder, have
come up with sandals that deliver
electric shocks and jeans that have an
inbuilt SOS button.
Rijul Pandey and Shalini Yadav,

two computer science students at a
private engineering college in
Varanasi, have designed sandals that
would give an electric shock to any
molester and send an instant SOS
message to those specified from the
wearer's list of mobile contacts.
Two other students of the same

institute, Diksha Pathak and Anjali
Srivastava, have developed an
electronic device that can be easily
sewn into a pair of jeans.
The kin of the victim would be

immediately informed of any
molestation attempt by a preset text
alert. Both devices are linked to the
GPS system through which the
location of the victim can be
pinpointed.
Rijul and Shalini, who have made

the electronic sandal, said, "We
conceived of this idea six months ago.
While there are pepper sprays and
other such things in the market, we
thought of developing safety devices
that don't need to be carried
separately. The moment we hit
someone with our sandal, it would
send messages to friends and family
members. It will also give a shock to
the criminals and immobilize them
for a few seconds. It can be used by
any girl." 
Diksha and Anjali, who have

developed the 'anti-rape jeans', said:
"There is a small button in it to raise

an alarm and alert friends as well as
family members on their mobiles and
telephones. It can also be linked to the
telephone numbers of police
stations."
They are now on the lookout for

firms interested in buying their design
for large-scale manufacture.
It may be recalled, three

engineering students in Chennai have
earlier come up with anti-rape
lingerie as a reaction to the December
2012 Delhi gang rape that shook the
nation. The trio - Manisha, Rimpi
Tripathi and Niladri basu – are
currently pursuing engineering at
SRM University in Chennai.
The bra, named SHE (Society

Harnessing Equipment), can also
send a text message with the victim's
GPS coordinates to a relative or
friend and the local police station,
Manisha said. 

Anti-rape sandals, jeans and
lingerie to hit the market
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Two electronic engineers have
developed and tested a novel
device that prevents

automobile drivers from receiving or
making a call with their mobile
phones when at the wheel.
However, the device allows

passengers in the vehicle to use their
phones. The device can also transmit
details of the driver and the vehicle to
the nearest police control room if
required. It costs about Rs 450.
The device has been developed by

Abdul Shabbir, dean of research at
the AVS Engineering College and
Abdul Zubair of the Knowledge
Institute of Technology, both located
in Salem, Tamil Nadu.
They have reported the details of

the device and its performance in the

June issue of the Journal of Scientific
& Industrial Research. Shabbir said
accidents happen when driver's
attention is distracted while using the
cell phone when the vehicle is in
motion. 
Shabbir says, "The distraction can

come in different forms. The driver
may take his eyes off the road and his
hands off the wheel while reaching
for the cellphone, or his mind off the
road while speaking on the phone."
The mobile detection device is

based on system mount technology.
It basically exploits the fact that a
cellphone emits a tiny amount of
radiation when activated by an
incoming or outgoing call. This
radiation is picked up by an antenna
coupled to the device and, if the
strength of the radiation is above a
certain threshold level - 75 milli-

volts - the device automatically turns
on a mobile jammer.
The electronic circuit is so

designed and the threshold level is
set in such a way - that it can detect
whether the cell phone user is the
driver of the vehicle or one of its
passengers. It prevents only the
driver from making or receiving calls
but not the passengers, who will be
able to use their phones.
This has been accomplished by

placing the device right above the
driver's seat with its antenna pointing
towards the driver's head. Being
close to the driver, the antenna will
receive radiation above the threshold
level and can disable the driver's
phone.
On the other hand, radiation

received by the antenna from
cellphones used by passengers
elsewhere in the vehicle will be
below the "threshold" and therefore
unable to turn on the mobile jammer. 
Shabbir said, “The driver can

make or receive a call on cell phone
only after stopping the vehicle
because a microcontroller in the
device detects whether the vehicle is
in motion or not. If it is in motion, the
system notifies the driver via a 'voice
chip' that a call is waiting. From then
on, the driver has eight seconds to
bring the vehicle to stop in a safe
place and complete the call."
In case of any violation the

driver's face, captured by a micro-
camera mounted in front of the driver,
along with vehicle number plate
information, will be transmitted to the
nearest police control room, Shabbir
said.
According to Shabbir, the

electronic device including the
transmitter and low resolution camera
would cost only Rs.450. "If you go
for a little high end camera, the
system cost will go to a maximum of
Rs.700," he said. 

Two engineers
develop device to
prevent drivers
from using mobile

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY



The News You Like | July 2014 43

Fuel cell technology to
replace batteries
THE NEWS BUREAU

Researchers at Washington
State University have
developed fuel cells which

can directly convert fuels – such as
jet fuel or gasoline – to electricity,
paving way for the replacement of
batteries.
This technology provides a more

energy-efficient way to create
electrical power for planes and cars.
Headed by professors Su Ha and

M Grant Norton at Washington State
University's Voiland College of
Engineering and Architecture,
researchers have made coin-sized
fuel cells to prove the concept and
plan to scale it up.
Joe Breit, associate technical

fellow at Boeing and a participating
researcher in the project sadi, "The

results are a key step in the
integration of fuel cell technology in
aviation and the development of the
more electric airplane."
Fuel cells offer a clean and highly

efficient way to convert chemical
energy in fuels into electrical energy.
A solid-oxide fuel cell is similar to a
battery in a way that it has an anode,
cathode and electrolyte that creates
electricity. But it uses fuel to create a
continuous flow of electricity.
"The process could

be approximately four

times more efficient than a
combustion engine because it is
based on an electrochemical
reaction," Breit said.
The researchers also envision

integrating their fuel cell with a
battery to power auxiliary power
units for cars in the near future. 
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Indigenous device
to screen newborns
for hearing loss
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ABangalore based
entrepreneur, Neeti Kailas,
has bagged the 2014 Rolex

Award for Enterprise for designing a
non-invasive, portable device that
detects hearing loss in babies. The
innovation has the potential to avert
speech, language and congnition
difficulties later in life.
Annually, around 1.5 lakh

hearing-impaired babies are born in
India and due to lack of any
definitive screening system, it goes
undetected. With no proper
rehabilitation and intervention at an
early stage, this results in speech
problems.
Neeti, director and co-founder,

Sohum Innovation Lab, said the goal
was to prevent late detection of
hearing loss. The battery-powered
device works on the science of
measuring auditory brain-stem
response (ABR) that taps into
ongoing electrical activity inside the
brain via electrodes placed on the
scalp, she said.
It is like a headband which can be

strapped on to the baby's head and it
reads responses from the brain's
auditory system when stimulated. If
the brain does not respond to these
stimuli, then the child cannot hear. It
is non-invasive and safe to use," said
Neeti.
"If we can get to know of the

affliction within the first six months
after birth, then speech loss can be
prevented by addressing the issue
early," she said.
According to Neeti, what sets the

innovation apart is that the testing
system suits Indian hospitals and
clinics - places that are usually noisy.
It incorporates a programme which
filters out background noises.

"The products available in the
Indian market are manufactured
abroad and therefore are not designed
to filter out the background noises.
The new testing system incorporates
our patented, in-built algorithm that
filters out ambient noise from the test
signal," she said.
And because it is indigenous, it is

cheaper than the other hearing-loss
detecting devices available in the
market.

"Other ABR-centric tools
available in India are not indigenous
products and therefore range from
US $10,000-$29,000. Our design
would be one-fifth the cost of the
foreign ones," she said.
To facilitate a wide reach in rural

areas, its user-friendly design can be
handled with ease by minimally
skilled public health workers. Neeti
hopes the device can be marketed by
2016. 
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HUMAN INTEREST

THE NEWS BUREAU

He suffered 50 years of torture, with
no hope of getting out of it. He was
sold again and again and when he
was freed, Raju was in the custody of
27th buyer. He was beaten and
abused for 50 years by his owners
until a team of North London charity
released Raju to freedom.
Raju had been poached as a calf

and then he has been sold on and sold
on. Incredibly, he has had up to 27
owners – he has been treated as a
commodity every two years of his
life. Every day, the majestic animal
was forced to hold out his trunk and
beg for a few coins from passers-by
– surviving only on plastic and paper
for food.

The daring rescue came exactly a
year after the North London charity,
Wildlife SOS, was alerted about
Raju's plight by the Uttar Pradesh
Forest Department. After completing
the formalities, the court gave an
order in favour of the charity to free
the elephant.  
Last month, a 10-strong team of

veterinary doctors and wildlife
experts from the charity were joined
by 20 forestry department officers
and six policemen to seize Raju from
his suffering in Uttar Pradesh.
The mission took place under the

cover of darkness, as fewer people
would be around for the dangerous
rescue and the animal could be
protected from the searing heat of the
sun.

Pooja Binepal, the charity’s UK
spokesman, described the rescue as
incredibly emotional for the team.
She said: “Raju has spent the past 50
years living a pitiful existence in
chains 24 hours a day, an act of
intolerable cruelty. The team was
astounded to see tears roll down his
face during the rescue. It was so
incredibly emotional for all of us. We
knew in our hearts he realised he was
being freed.
“Elephants are not only majestic,

but they are highly intelligent
animals, who have been proven to
have feelings of grief, so we can only
imagine what torture half a century
has been like for him.
“By the time we found him in

July 2013 he was in a pathetic

RAju GeTS A new LeASe OF LiFe
AFTeR 50 yeARS in CAPTiviTy

Raju was held in chains, beaten and abused for fifty years and
tears rolled down his eyes on the day of his release. He bled
from spiked shackles and lived on alms from tourists. A team
from north London charity travelled to india to free Raju.
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condition. He had no shelter at night,
and was being used as a prop to beg
from dawn until dusk from tourists
visiting the sites of India.
He has nOt been fed properly and

tourists started giving him sweet food
items and because he was in a state
of hunger and exhaustion he began
eating plastic and paper. His nails are
severely overgrown, he has abscesses
and wounds because of the shackles
and continually walking on a tarmac
road has led to his foot pad
overgrowing.”
Once the court order was finally

issued, a team led by Wildlife SOS
founder Kartik Satyanarayan carried
out two days of surveillance before
launching the rescue.
“As we watched we quickly

realised we had to act as quickly as
possible as his situation was so
desperate and the cruelty so extreme.
The chains around his legs had spikes
which were cutting into his flesh –
and each time he moved puss would
ooze out of wounds. Pain and
brutality were all he knew. His cruel
handler even tore out the hair from
his tail to sell as good luck charms.
The exploitation and abuse just had
to stop,” Satyanarayan said.

Raju was forced to walk about
200 feet despite the fact that every
step would be an agony for him. It
was decided to unshackle him once
Raju was taken to safety. Once he
was loaded, and given additional
sedation, a convoy then escorted the
five-and-a-half tonne elephant, 350
miles on the back of an open-top
lorry to the charity's Elephant
Conservation and Care Centre at
Mathura.
Raju was then fed bananas,

banana leaves, mango and bread and
biscuits and given water before the
charity's head wildlife veterinary Dr
Yaduraj Khadpekar began the
painstaking process of removing his
shackles.

Satyanarayan said: ‘It took him
and two handlers 45 minutes to
liberate him as they had been wound
round his legs to prevent their
removal and to cause pain if anyone
tried to take them off.
Over the weekend, Raju received

emergency medical attention to his
wounds as well as a proper bath and
food. It will be a long rehabilitation
process. When he is ready he will
initially join two companion
elephants called Rajesh and Bhola,
who also suffered unthinkable
cruelty in the past. They have both
been rehabilitated and once he settles
he will learn how to live again by
following their example, before he
joins the rest of the elephants. 
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WEIRD NEWS
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Chilean porn star Marlen Doll
appears to be woman of her word.
She engaged in a 16-hour sex
marathon after Chile beat Spain 2-0
in the world cup football. This was
her way of expressing her support to
the national team.

Earlier, Doll had
promised to indulge in 16-
hour sex marathon with
strangers if Chile beat Spain.
Living up to her promise, the
porn star satisfied the
strangers who queued up in
front of her house, reports
suggested.

Before that, Doll engaged in 12-
hour sex marathon with strangers
after Chile beat Australia in the world
cup.
Prior to Chile's win over

Australia, Doll promised that she
would engage in an 8-hour sex
marathon if they won. However, the
duration was increased as her team
scored three points.
Following that win she promised

a 16-hour sex marathon with anyone
who wished to join her if Chile beat
Spain. And Chile did beat Spain. The
MBC Times reported that a huge
queue of men was seen outside her
house.
In this backdrop, her twitter

account was suspended after she
posted images from the 12-hour sex
session. 

PORN STAR KEEPS
WORD, ENGAGES
IN 16-HOUR SEX
MARATHON
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Awoman in China has turned
her country home into a farm
to raise cockroaches. She

now has 1 lakh of these insects that
are used as an ingredient in traditional
medicines in the country.
"They are my children, my

babies," said 37-year-old Yuan
Meixia, a resident of Siqian in Fujian
province, in an interview to the
Southern Metropolis Daily, in which
she also revealed the secrets of
rearing these creatures.
Yuan decided to take this up for a

living last year on seeing a report on
the use of cockroaches in pharmacy
and gastronomy that prompted her to
make an initial investment of 10,000
yuan (around $1,600) to buy 20 kilos
of this arthropod. She keeps her
colony enclosed in a house close to
the forest which she visits every day
to feed the roaches and provide them
with the care they need.
"They are like children, they need

to be fed adequately", said Yuan, who
pays a lot of attention to her
cockroaches. In summer she sprays
them with water to cool them and in
winter she heats up the enclosure with
a gas heater so that they do not feel
cold.
Many of the doors in the house

have been replaced by silk curtains
and all the holes and cracks in the

walls have been filled in with cement
to prevent any of the cockroaches
from escaping.
Although Yuan takes great care of

them, she has no hesitation in
drowning them in wash basins,
drying them, placing them in plastic
bags and selling them at a good price

to pharmaceuticals in other parts of
China.
The cockroaches Yuan raises are

of the Eurycotis floridana variety, a
variant that can easily be confused
with the common American
cockroaches that infest houses
throughout the world, and that are
used in many Chinese traditional
medicines.
Yuan asserted that these

cockroaches can fight cancer
although she failed to substantiate her
claims with scientific evidence.
Yuan's case is uncommon in

China where there are cockroach
farms but rarely family businesses,
and ever since it has come to light,
experts consulted by the media have

warned that it can be dangerous to
engage in this practice without
sufficient sanitary controls as the
roaches can escape and cause
diseases.
In August 2013, at least a million

cockroaches escaped from a Chinese
farm in Jiangsu causing alarm in that
eastern province and forcing
authorities to disinfect all the areas
nearby. 

The cockroach
farm inside

a house
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FOCUS

In this backdrop, social activistfrom Mumbai, Akbar Munshi,
started his NGO – International

Human Rights Access (IHRA) – in
2011, to provide succor for the
victims, particularly victims of

domestic and dowry violence.
Speaking to The News during his

visit to Hyderabad recently, the
founder chairman of IHRA, Akbar
Munshi said he was moved with the
plight of hapless women, who were

victims of domestic and dowry
violence.
“During my stint with different

NGOs, I have noticed that the funds
collected by the organizations were
either not spent properly or did not

iHRA – A RAy OF HOPe FOR HAPLeSS wOMen
More than 60 years after the country got freedom, people in india are

afraid of approaching police seeking justice. Despite several laws
protecting the rights of the people, media vigilance and legal

awareness, people are hesitant to step in a police station.
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reach the needy people. I was looked
down up on when I tried to correct
the things forcing me to start a new
NGO,” he said while explaining the
reason for starting the IHRA.   
Asked about the IHRAs focus

area, Akbar Munshi said they offer
advice and help mainly for victims of
domestic and dowry violence since
the poor women lack awareness. The
victims simply suffer in the interest
of their children and poor parents.
“We have a panel of advocates

who help the victims. For instance, if
a girl’s husband and her in-laws want

to get rid of her if they come to know
she is pregnant with a girl child. The
in-laws family simply wants to
perform their boy’s marriage with
another girl. For this purpose, they
try to get rid of the pregnant girl by
subjecting her to domestic or dowry
violence. We offer counseling and if
it fails, we help the victim in getting
maintenance, a place to live and
expenses towards education of the
children etc., until the girl is re-
married,” Akbar Munshi said.
He appealed to the women to be

careful while filing a case with the
police against husband or in-laws.
“The victim should file a case u/s
498-A and not just 498. If police
refuse to register a case, you can
approach the court or you can contact
us (For the people of Telangana and
Andhra Pradesh) on our helpline
number 040-66133888.”
Akbar Munshi said the IHRA

would provide subsistence allowance
for the hapless women deserted by
in-laws family for a period one year.
In the meantime, the women under
their guardianship would be provided
with an opportunity to make a decent
living with their heads held high.
Referring to female feticide, the

social activist appealed to people,
“Don’t snatch the right to life of a girl
child. Don’t throw them in dustbin or

kill a girl child. You can inform us on
our helpline. We will make necessary
arrangements to save the girl child.”
Akbar Munshi said IHRA was

very serious about this menace. He
said his organization would soon
launch awareness campaign in this
regard.
Asked whether IHRA would

provide assistance to needy people in
the fields of health and education, the
founder chairman said such people
would be linked to other NGOs
specialized in those areas.
He further said his organization

was planning to provide low cost
housing for poor people in Mumbai.
“We have tied up with rehabilitation
centers where treatment is given to
alcoholics in quitting their bad habit
so that their families could lead a
dignified life.”
Replying to another query, Akbar

Munshi said there was no bar for the
people of any religion to seek help
from his NGO. “We help anyone in
need”
Asked about the future plan, the

social activist said IHRA would
strive hard to spread awareness
among people and make as many
people part of the social cause. He
also said IHRA would strive to
bridge the gap between people and
police.  

iHRA – A RAy OF HOPe FOR HAPLeSS wOMen
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SPIRITUAL NEWS

You are a poorna ansh of
creation. From which
everything emerged and

goes back to, that is you, is poorna.
However, tied to the limited buddhi
and the limitations of the five senses,
you identify yourself as apoorna,
incomplete.
Lifetime after lifetime is spent in

pursuit of the incomplete...till a being
finds his Guru.
A Guru is someone who does not

charge you a fee because someone
who is him/herself tied in maya
cannot release you, he/she exudes the
glow and attraction associated with
yog, diseases disappear in his/her
presence, whatever he/she says
happens, and his chants result in
divine manifestations and
experiences.
The Guru removes the veils of

maya and avidya one by one, helping
a being realise his/her true potential,
the realisation of which is anand or
pure bliss. Before that one tends to
look for happiness in the temporary,
which is destructible and certain to
leave you, which when leaves causes
immense pain because you take it to
be all that is there, unaware of what
lies beyond.
Finding a Guru maybe likened to

finding a boatman as you are stuck in
rough waters. The boatman does not
smoothen the rough waters, but puts
you on the boat that takes you across
the ocean…That is, a Guru does not
promise to rid you of your problems,

he shows you the path to positive
karma and then liberation from the
cycle of the pain of birth and death.
Your problems are a result of your
karma and only your karma shall rid
you of them.
Making a Guru is a sadhna,

which calls for 100% focus, faith and
devotion. There are only a few who
can ride the boat, because there are

only as many who desire the final
reality. On the night of Guru
Purnima, Guru’s shakti is at its peak
and easiest to access by the one who
is ‘sthir’ on the Guru. Yagya and
mantra sadhna performed on this
night under the sannidhya of Guru,
bestows with boons equivalent to
many years of sadhna put together, in
just one night.

Guru Poornima,
the time for sadhna

YOGI ASHWINI
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